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sonable, both the purposes of the bill will be answered,
and the publick supplies will be raised by the suppression
of vice,

The diminution of the consumption may be greater ^or
less than I have supposed. If it be greater, the revenue
will be, indeed, less augmented; but the purposes which,
in the opinion of the noble lords who oppose the bill, are
more to be regarded, will be better promoted, and all their
arguments against it will be, at least, defeated; nor will
the ministry, I hope, regret the failure of a tax which is
deficient only by the sobriety of the nation.

If the diminution be less than I have supposed, yet if
there be any diminution, it cannot be said that the bill has
been wholly without effect, or that the ministry have not
proceeded either with more judgment or better fortune
than their predecessors, or that they have not,,at least,
taken advantage of the errours that have been committed.
It must be owned, that they have either reformed the na-
tion, or at least pointed out the way by which the reforma-
tion that has been so long desired, may be effected.

That this tax will in some degree hinder drunkenness, it
is reasonable to expect, because it can only be hindered by
taxing the liquors which are used in excess ; but there yet
remain, concerning the weight of the tax that ought to be
laid upon them, doubts which nothing but experience can,
I believe, remove.

By experience, my lords, we have been already taught,
that taxes may be so heavy as to be without effect; that
restraint may be so violent as to produce impatience; and,
therefore, it is proper in the next essay to proceed by slow
degrees and gentle methods, and produce that effect im-
perceptibly which we find ourselves unable to accomplish
at once.

I cannot therefore think, that the duty of three shillings
a gallon can be imposed without defeating our own design,
and compelling the people to find put some method of
eluding the law like that which was practised after the act,
by which in the second year of his present majesty, five
shillings were imposed upon, every gallon of compound